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Chinese war; the

war of 1840 to ’42

XEEHIFR KR KA =K A
1853-6-14-4 the unfortunate war
of 1840
1857-4-10-4 the opium war
1857-4-17- the expedition of a new military and
4(E) 1841-42 naval expedition;
the new expedition
1857-6-5-6(E) | the first Anglo- the new Anglo-

Chinese war

1858-9-20-4 the war of 1841-42; the war of 1857-8;
the first Chinese this second opium-war
war; the first opium-
war
1858-9-25-4 the first Anglo- the second opium war
Chinese war
1858-10-15-3 the first opium war; the second opium war;
the first Chinese war | the opium war No. II;
this second China war
1859-9-27-5 the last Chinese war the new Chinese

War234
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1859-10-1-6 the opium war the last Chinese war; another Chinese
the second Chinese war; the impending
war third Anglo-Chinese
war; a third Chinese
war
1859-10-10-4 the last Chinese war anew Chinese war
1859-10-18-6 a first Chinese war the Lorcha war; the impending third
a second war China war
1860-2-14-6 the second Chinese the third Chinese
war; Palmerston’s war
second Chinese war
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Armed Diplomacy and Imperialist Wars:
Jiang Mengyin and Two Transformations in
Twentieth-Century Historiography of the
Second Opium War

Zi-cheng Zou

Ph.D. Student, Department of History, Fudan University

The study of the Second Opium War in twentieth-century China reveals a
nuanced interplay between historiography, politics, and worldview. Two
significant examples—Jiang Mengyin’s 1939 doctoral dissertation and his
revised 1965 Chinese monograph—illustrate how Western modern
historiography and Chinese Marxist historiography reshaped China’s
understanding of the war. Supervised by C. K. Webster, Jiang’s dissertation
adopted an internationalist and modern historiographical approach,
challenging traditional narratives. It portrayed the war as a consequence of
Britain’s failed diplomacy and subsequent “armed diplomacy,” while
framing China as committed to making peace. Though the work
acknowledged some justifications for “armed diplomacy” put forth by
British scholars, it largely rejected them, placing primary blame on Britain.
Jiang's 1965 monograph, however, advanced a Marxist critique of
imperialist aggression. Amid frequent political movements on campus, this
transformation reflected Jiang’s thought reform. Nonetheless, the revised
work also represented an ambitious attempt by Chinese Marxist historians
to intervene in the under-researched field of the Second Opium War.
Although Ding Mingnan criticized the work for diverging dominant
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interpretative practices, it later gained recognition as a classic in the field.
This article not only traces the evolution of Jiang’s political and academic
thought but also broader shifts in the interpretation of the Second Opium
War throughout the twentieth century. It underscores both the diversity
inherent in the development of modern Chinese historiography and the
overlooked continuities in the intellectual experiences of historians shaped
by a Marxist worldview.

Keywords: Jiang Mengyin, the Second Opium War, historical writing,
Chinese Marxist historiography



